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wear bright red scarves. This denotes that they belong to
the Pioneers, the Children's Communist Organisation.
Membership of this organisation is confined to children
between the ages of 10 and 16. Each member undertakes
* to stand steadfastly for the cause of the workman class
in its struggle for the liberation of the workmen and peasants
of the whole world'; and * honestly and constantly to
carry out the precepts of flych (Lenin) and laws and customs
of ^ the Young Pioneers'.1 There is a newspaper,
Pionerskaya Pravda> which hotly suppresses any alternative
children's organisation in' schools.2 There is a pioneer
room at school copiously decorated with red cloth, and with
stirring military pictures and portraits of Soviet leaders.
Pioneer leaders, who are generally teachers, receive a
salary ranging from 350 to 450 roubles a month, depending
on length of service.3 The Soviet child does not have to
wait until he is 10 before joining a political organisation,
for at the age of 8 he can become a Little Octobrist, and
belong to a ' link * of five members, with a Pioneer as
leader.

Up to the eighth class in school the red scarf is almost
omnipresent. Above the eighth class it has all but disap-
peared: for now the children are too old to be Pioneers,
and ready, if their political record is good, for admission as
Komsomols (the AU-Union Leninist Communist League of
Youth). The Komsomols select their candidates carefully.
Membership is permitted between the ages of 14 and 23,
with an extension of term for office-holders. The
Komsomols are a very powerful organisation. They run a
newspaper, Komsomalskaya Pravda, which reached its
twentieth anniversary on 24 May 1945. They run political
schools with a one-year course in Marxism-Leninism for

1  Soviet Communism, 3rd edition, 1944, p. 311.

2  Pionerskaya Pravda makes a violent attack on Pioneers in the
fifth class of school No. 26 in Ivanovo for forming a fc Timur Com-
mand *  in the class.    Other organisations * must not be create4'
(Pion. Pravda, No. 11 and 13, 1945.)

3  Kom. Pravda, 14.8.43.